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The Home Educators of Southwest Mississippi (HESWM) values young people and children 

as being a vital part of the organization and desires to see them grow, mature and be challenged 

in a healthy and safe environment. 

A copy of this child protection policy will be kept with the HESWM Secretary  

Purposes 

Home Educators of Southwest Mississippi is organized primarily for social purposes.  We exist to 

encourage, support, and enhance home education in Southwest Mississippi, including being 

mindful and proactive in monitoring legislation which supports the parents’ rights in education, 

and encouraging Christian home schooling families in their efforts to provide spiritual, academic 

and physical education based on faith in Jesus Christ, thereby enabling students to become the 

Christian leaders of tomorrow. Home Educators of Southwest Mississippi  is a Christian 

homeschool organization providing social and educational opportunities to home-educated 

children of all ages and their families, in the greater Southwest Mississippi (Lincoln, Lawrence, 

Walthall, Pike, Franklin, Amite, Copiah counties) area.   

  

HESWM Membership 

Each child and young person should be formally registered within the group. The information 

collected during registration includes an information/consent form completed by the 

parent/guardian. These forms are kept digitally by the HESWM Secretary for immediate access 

as needed.   

Personal Safety 

A group of children or young people under sixteen should not be left unattended at any time. 

Avoid being alone with an individual child or young person for a long time. If there is a need to 

be alone with a child or young person (e.g. first aid or he/she is distressed) make sure that 



another adult  knows where you are and why. 

At no time should a volunteer or adult from any external organization arrange to meet a young 

person away from the activity without someone else being present. 

As such meetings should be planned and have the approval of a member of the Committee (this 

must be someone other than the organizer themselves). 

Teenage assistants should always be supervised. 

Child Safety 

Make sure that the area you are using for activities is fit for the purpose, e.g. remove furniture, 

which could cause injury in energetic games. 

Make sure that all volunteers and parents  know where the first aid kit is located.   

A Board Member (who is always present at sponsored HESWM activities) is responsible for 

First Aid (or making sure it is administered when needed) and recording accidents or injuries in 

the incident book.   

At the beginning of each semester, facilitators/parents will discuss (and execute a practice if 

necessary) a group practice for what to do in the event of an emergency (fire, tornado, etc.)  

which includes but is not limited to: exit, protection, gathering, getting help, First Aid Kit 

location, AED location. 

Children may only leave when accompanied by an adult, unless the parent has specifically 

notified the facilitator or Board Member.   

Sexual Harassment 

Sexual harassment is “unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, slurs, jokes and 

other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature.”  Our goal at Home Educators of Southwest 

Mississippi is to maintain an environment free of sexual harassment. Any group related 

complaints should be made to “The Board”.  All reports of sexual harassment will be kept 

confidential. We assure you that there will be no retaliatory action taken against an volunteer 

who makes a good faith report of sexual harassment. Sexual harassment is strictly prohibited. 

Child Abuse   

Child abuse encompasses mental, physical, and sexual victimization of children.  If you suspect 

that a child assigned to you is a victim of child abuse you should report this to “The Board”.  It 

should not become the topic of conversation. The privacy of students must be respected.  

●  DO encourage the students to tell the program director, nurse or unit leader. Make sure 

that the child feels that he or she is not to blame for what happened.   

All Board Members of Home Educators of Southwest Mississippi are mandated reporters based 

on Mississippi law.  All employees are required to complete the online training course on the 

DHS website. The training director will email all employees the training link via email. After 



completion of the course a copy of the certificate will need to be given to the training director.  

Volunteers are not mandated reporters.  If, as a volunteer, you suspect abuse please notify a 

member The Board.  

Internet and communications code of conduct 

 We expect our members will never use the internet as a vehicle for gossip, to spread rumors, 

speak in a derogatory manner or disclose personal or confidential aspects about Home Educators 

of Southwest Mississippi’s, children or volunteers. 

HESWM Media Policy 

It is the policy of HESWM any photographs of children taken during HESWM organized events 

may be uploaded and shared on social media. When sharing photos to HESWM-owned pages, do 

not name individuals (tagging) and/or guardian of children in said photos. No photos published 

to newspaper/magazine publications of any kind without prior approval of Board. 

Student-Volunteer Relationships 

 Any relationship outside of Home Educators of Southwest Mississippi between volunteers and 

students needs to be initiated by and supervised by the parents of students.  Volunteers must 

never post, tag, or publish a picture on the internet of a students where their name tag can be read 

or where the students or their parent(s) are identified. 

If any parent/guardian has any child safety concerns (that arise during a HESWM event, 

trip/outing or learning session), they should address the matter with a member of the Board. 

Heswm Board Members, one of which will always be in attendance at each sponsored outing, 

event, and on-site for Open Gym and Learning sessions will:   

● Ensure that this safety policy is being put into practice; 

● Is the first point of contact for child protection issues; 

● Keeps a record of any concerns expressed about child protection issues; 

● Brings any child protection concerns to the Local Authority if appropriate; 

● Ensures that volunteers are given appropriate supervision; 

● Ensures that everyone involved with the organization is aware of how to contact a Board 

Member. 

HESWM Unattended Children Policy 

  The HESWM organization utilizes the First Baptist Church facilities, although an 

educational, fun and entertaining place to be, is a busy public facility and public places may 

present hazards for unsupervised children. 

No child aged fifteen or under may be left unattended in any area of FBC. Children fifteen  or 

younger must be supervised by an adult. 

Neither HESWM nor the FBC staff has custodial responsibility for unattended children. 

HESWM nor FBC staff assume liability for children left unattended. 



If a child fifteen years of age or younger is found to be unattended in FBC, staff will attempt to 

find the child’s parent/guardian. If the staff cannot locate a parent/guardian, law enforcement 

officials will be notified. 

 

 

HESWM Parent by Proxy Policy 

 It is the policy of HESWM to allow members of our organization to have children 

participate in learning sessions, events, and trips when accompanied by a guardian approved and 

designated by parent (Parent by Proxy). Each child must be a member in good standing of 

HESWM registered on website and accompanied by parent or parent by proxy. 

The policy will be reviewed on an annual basis to ensure that it is meeting its aims. 

 

This policy was adopted by Home Educators of Southwest Mississippi. 

 

 

Signed on behalf of the HESWM Board  by: 

 

Signature  

 

Name (Print) : Billie Jo Alexander 2019-2020 HESWM President  

 

The policy has been reviewed by the HESWM Board on: 

 

Date July 26, 2019 

 

 

 


